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From the Union Minister

From the Union Minister of State

Swachhata is not a one-time goal but a continuous journey. As we work towards 
a Viksit Bharat, sanitation must remain a sustained, people-led effort powered 
by true Jan Bhagidari. We need to understand the importance of “measuring to 
manage”, a principle that underpins the impact of flagship programmes. 

SSG National Launch, New Delhi

Gram Panchayats are at the heart of planning and delivering both the software 
and hardware aspects of SBM-G. Working alongside ASHA and Anganwadi 
workers, SHGs, NGOs, and others, they lead IEC activities, build demand, and 
ensure facilities are used and maintained. 
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From the Secretary’s Desk

From the Additional Secretary & 
Mission Director’s Desk

As we marked International Yoga Day this month, it reminded us that the 
principles of balance, discipline, and collective well-being apply equally to 
our work in rural sanitation. SBM-G’s future will rely on strong and empowered 
institutions,from Village Water and Sanitation Committees to District and State 
Water and Sanitation Missions who must lead community-driven operations 
and maintenance. Strengthening these bodies at every level will ensure that 
rural sanitation systems remain resilient, inclusive, and community owned.

As we move forward, it is essential that our progress under SBM-G is continually 
reviewed and measured. Monitoring and evaluation are not just administrative 
tasks, but tools to ensure that every effort leads to lasting impact. Strengthening 
the capacity of State and District Water and Sanitation Missions, along with 
community institutions, help in gap identification and corrective action, ensuring 
the mission remains on track for sustained results.
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Programme Highlights
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•	 Over 4.72 lakh (Over 80%) of India’s inhabited villages have declared themselves  
ODF Plus Model

•	 Over 5.19 lakh villages have arrangements for solid waste management

•	 Over 5.33 lakh Villages have arrangements for liquid waste management

•	 Over 2,100 Rural Plastic Waste Management Units set up, covering  
more than 5,000 blocks

•	 More than 6.36 lakh vehicles for door-to door waste collection & transportation

•	 Over 1,200 Biogas plants registered

•	 Over 950 Functional Biogas plants

•	 80 Completed Biogas plants

As of 31 July, 2025
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Pakhwada Activities: July, 2025

Onground action capturing Swachhata Pakhwada in July 2025

Ministry of Earth Sciences
•	 Plastic Collection and beautification activities within the Institute Premises.
•	 Swachhata Pakhwada culminated with a grand event featuring awards, keynote speech-

es, and a pledge for continued ocean and environmental stewardship.
•	 INCOIS held a school painting contest with 91 entries from 8 schools. Top 3 winners from 3 

age groups will be awarded at the closing ceremony.
•	 INCOIS stopped ALEAP pollution by sealing manholes. Now, industries treat waste respon-

sibly via TSPCB vendors, ensuring clean air, water, and soil.
•	 As part of Swachhata Pakhwada 2025, INCOIS cleaned its campus lake by removing de-

bris, silt, leaves, and waste, restoring its health and aesthetics. They also conducted can-
teen hygiene audit, deep cleaning, training on food waste management and segrega-
tion, promoting clean food and zero waste practices.

•	 ZPHS Bachupally held a swachhata session engaging over 150 students with videos, Q&A, 
and a collective Swachhata Pledge ceremony.

•	 Rotary Club & VISVA cleaned the Ameenpur Lake which ensured collection of 500 kg of 
waste promoting recycling & sustainable swaps like bamboo toothbrushes.

•	 Held a tree plantation and adoption drive on July 8, 2025, under Swachhata Pakhwada, 
promoting green cover and staff-led plant care on campus.

•	 Conducted a workshop on zero-waste strategies, engaging staff in sustainable practices, 
design thinking, and action planning.
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Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
•	 Indian Institute of Petroleum installed more dustbins on campus. 
•	 ONGC Jodhpur ensured distribution of Health hygiene kits, reusable water bottles, and 

eco-friendly jute bags to all students.
•	 ONGC Mehsana facilitated skits on waste segregation, plastic reduction, and personal 

hygiene. Followed by community Engagement & Awareness Sessions that included, Jute 
Bag Distribution and Interaction with Residents

•	 ONGC Kolkata- RO installation work has been completed the programme aimed at sen-
sitizing the public on key aspects of hygiene, waste segregation.

•	 ONGC DEHRADUN-clean-up drive was conducted at Sodasaroli near Sahastradhara, in 
collaboration with Waste Warriors Society.

•	 ONGC Chennai held a Drawing competition for students on topic Swacch Bharath and 
distribution of stationery kits to the students including sketch.

•	 ONGC Kakinada facilitated Essay, slogan and drawing competitions at Zilla Parishad High 
School, Vakalapudi, Kakinada.

•	 ONGC Delhi facilitated a drawing competition providing drawing sheets & color kits to all 
participants. 

•	 ONGC Hazira - Cleanliness drive and collection of Plastic waste and other wastes done at 
the Main Canteen Area and in front of CoGen Plant with Team.

•	 ONGC Jorhat -5 Dustbins were distributed in the Juvenile Jail, Jorhat to help them keep 
the environment clean.

•	 OIDB-A Walkathon/Rally was organized to spread awareness about cleanliness and hy-
giene among the residents of nearby villages and colonies.

•	 PPAC-Food vendors operating in and around the SCOPE Complex administered the Swa-
chhata Pledge to reinforce the values of hygiene and sanitation.

•	 ONGC Mehsana -Diverse range of indigenous tree species, known for their adaptability to 
the local climate and their ecological benefits, were planted.
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Onground action capturing Swachhata Pakhwada in July 2025

•	 ONGC Silchar Forward Base organized an awareness session on menstrual hygiene at 
Matijuri Higher Secondary School, Hailakandi.

•	 Balmer Lawrie &Co. Ltd The program included an awareness session on sanitation, hy-
giene, and waste management.
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Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
•	 Slogan/painting/Poster competition were held at various filed institutes under DGT. Around 

400 trainees/staff participated.
•	 Health Checkup Camp was organized at Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship in collabo-

ration with Apollo Excel Care Hospital Guwahati.
•	 Organization of creative competitions such as poster-making and slogan-writing on the 

theme of cleanliness and hygiene.
•	 Special e-waste and scrap disposal drive to identify and safely dispose of non-functional 

items and outdated equipment of NIESBUD.
•	 Plantation drive within NIESBUD office premises as well as extension centres with active 

participation of staff and trainees.
•	 Physical files/records were reviewed/weeded out and scrap/garbage was collected and 

disposed in all DGT Filed offices/institutes.
•	 Awareness session on waste management and hygiene for NIESBUD staff, contractual 

personnel, and training participants.
•	 Swachhata Seminar/Training/Workshops were conducted in all DGT Field offices/NSTIs/

RDSDEs/CSTARI & NIMI. Around 700 trainees and staff participated.
•	 Volunteers engaged with local community to spread awareness about the importance of 

cleanliness for cleaner & Healthier Environment.
•	 Deep cleaning and sanitization of washrooms, pantry areas, and water dispensers, along 

with digital housekeeping through the deletion of obsolete file.

Onground action capturing Swachhata Pakhwada in July 2025
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DDWS Joins International Day of Yoga 2025

Key Highlights from DDWS Participation:

The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of 
Jal Shakti, proudly participated in the 11th International Day of Yoga 
on June 21, 2025, under the theme “Yoga for One Earth, One Health.” 
This year’s celebration was not just about yoga—it was a nationwide 
movement linking wellness with water, sanitation, and community 
empowerment.

Recognizing that clean water and hygiene are essential for holistic 
health, DDWS mobilized its vast network of Village Water and Sani-
tation Committees (VWSCs) and Public Health Engineering Depart-
ments (PHEDs) to organize yoga sessions in safe, inclusive spaces 
across the country. These efforts reinforced the idea that sanitation 
infrastructure is foundational to both physical and mental well-being.

•	 304,958 yoga events organized across 16 States/UTs
•	 Over 23.3 million participants engaged
•	 19,436 VWSCs and 633 PHEDs registered
•	 Events were held at WASH assets, schools, and community centers

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2025/07/30/ddws-joins-international-day-of-yoga-2025/
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DDWS and UNICEF host the 
National Rural Sanitation Workshop

On July 2, 2025, DDWS in collaboration with UNICEF India, hosted the National Rural Sanitation 
Workshop at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. The event marked a pivotal moment in the 
journey of the SBM-G, as stakeholders gathered to reflect, recalibrate, and reimagine the 
next phase of rural sanitation in India.

The workshop brought together senior government officials, state mission directors, devel-
opment partners, and sector experts to reflect on progress and set priorities for the future, 
emphasizing the importance of dignity, equity, and climate resilience in sanitation efforts.

The workshop focused on making sanitation systems more inclusive, resilient, and sustain-
able especially in the face of climate challenges. It brought together senior officials, state 
mission directors, development partners, and experts to discuss innovations, local leader-
ship, and the evolving role of Gram Panchayats.

One of the key voices at the event was Shri Sushil Kumar Lohani, Additional Secretary, Minis-
try of Panchayati Raj, who emphasized the growing role of Gram Panchayats in driving san-
itation outcomes. He noted:“Local governance is at the heart of sustainable sanitation. With 
over 2.5 lakh Panchayats actively planning and tracking their progress, we are witnessing a 
transformation where villages are not just beneficiaries but leaders of change.”

The event also saw the launch of new protocols aimed at protecting sanitation workers and 
designing climate-resilient infrastructure underscoring the government’s commitment to 
equity, safety, and innovation.

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2025/07/30/ddws-and-unicef-host-the-national-rural-sanitation-workshop/
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Marking International
Plastic Free Day in West Bengal

To mark International Plastic Free Day (July 3), the Department of Panchayats and Rural 
Development, Government of West Bengal, undertook a series of activities to spread aware-
ness about the harmful effects of single-use plastic and to promote sustainable alterna-
tives.

Special drives were undertaken to mobilize local communities and to spread the message 
of appropriate disposal of plastics waste. Participation of schoolchildren, panchayat func-
tionaries and other important stakeholders indicates growing consciousness of the com-
munity towards environmental responsibility.

The event witnessed participation from Hon’ble Minister in-Charge (HMIC) Shri Pradip Kr. 
Mazumdar and Hon’ble Minister of State (HMOS) Shri Becharam Manna who participated in 
the ‘Donate Plastic Waste for Eco friendly cloth bags’  drive aimed at promoting biodegrad-
able alternatives and discouraging the use of plastics.  Hon’ble MIC, P&RD Department and 
Hon’ble MOS P&RD Department administered a pledge to the Senior officials of the Depart-
ment to stop using single use plastic and thermocol.

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2025/07/18/marking-international-plastic-free-day-in-west-bengal/
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Punjab’s Village Balloh Leads the Way on
International Plastic Bag Free Day

On International Plastic Bag Free Day, the village of Balloh in Block Rampura, District Bathin-
da, Punjab took a significant step toward sustainability by operationalizing its Plastic Waste 
Management Unit. The unit was handed over to the Gram Panchayat for further leadership.

To amplify the impact of this initiative, the Panchayat members also invited Sarpanchs from 
across Block Rampura to participate in a collective plastic waste collection drive. Demon-
strating strong community spirit, GP Balloh arranged transportation to ensure the collected 
waste could be efficiently moved to the processing plant.

Thanks to the active involvement of villagers and local leaders, the campaign led to the 
successful collection of 3.5 quintals of plastic waste. The Panchayat distributed 3.5 quintals 
of jaggery among the villagers symbolizing both appreciation and the sweet reward of col-
lective action.

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2025/07/18/punjabs-village-balloh-leads-the-way-on-international-plastic-bag-free-day/
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Across India, States/UTs are stepping up the activities on ground for Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen 2025 — from chaupals to wall paintings, from hoardings to social media drives. 
Here’s a glimpse of the energy, action, and community spirit making rural sanitation a true 
people’s movement.

BIHAR

Bihar is raising awareness for Swachh 
Survekshan Grameen 2025 through 
wall writings, hoardings, social me-
dia, and Evening/Night Chaupals.

These chaupals engage officials and 
citizens on toilet construction, waste 
management, user charges, and the 
importance of citizen feedback.

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS

HOARDINGS/ 
WALL PAINTING

PODCAST
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CHHATTISGARH

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 

जनपद पंंचाायत मैैनपााट केे ग्रााम पंंचाायत रााजाापुुर मेंं स्वच्छ सर्वेेक्षण ग्राामीीण-2025 तथाा 
मि�शन सेे संंबंंधि�त गति�वि�धि�योंं केे अंंतर्गगत वााल पेंंटिं�ंग काा काार्यय कराायाा गयाा।

WALL Painting

JHARKHAND
Jharkhand initiated the work under SSG 2025 through 
a state level launch that was attended by State Senior 
Representatives including Nodal Officers from various 
convergent departments representatives from partner 
organisations and all District Consultants.
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KARNATAKA MIZORAM
A State-Level Workshop on Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen was held on June 18, 2025, at the Confer-
ence Hall, Engineer-in-Chief Office, Public Health Engi-
neering Department (PHED).

The programme featured presentations by a Dr. Su-
teena Choudary, Research Analyst from Academy 
of Management Studies (AMS) and Dr. Lalpianpuii, 
Mizoram State Coordinator, AMS. They shared insights 
on the planned assessment of Mizoram’s status.

District and state officials from across Mizoram partic-
ipated in the workshop.

MANGALORE

Youtube Podcast:

Appeals from CEOs across Districts
for participation in SSG -2025

https://youtu.be/qIaXVcHWB4Y?feature=shared. Put a small screenshot
https://youtu.be/qIaXVcHWB4Y?feature=shared. Put a small screenshot
https://youtu.be/qIaXVcHWB4Y?feature=shared. Put a small screenshot
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UTTAR PRADESH

WALL PAINTING

PUNJAB UTTARAKHAND

Click here to read more
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STORYMAKER!
Make an engaging story around this image in not more than 100 words 

and share with team SBM(G) via mail! 

Prompt: And with everyone's hardwork our village 
achieved ODF Plus Model verified status today!
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To contribute to the next issue of the Swachhata Samachar,
share your submission before the 15th of every month to sbmiec.ddws@gmail.com

Office of the Joint Secretary & Mission Director, SBM-G
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti
Government of India.

4th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
Phone: 011-24362192 | Email: js-sbm@gov.in
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